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Dear Parents, 

Following the Prime Minister’s briefing yesterday evening we are awaiting clarifications and 

details of what that will mean for Monday.  We will communicate with you further once we 

have heard from the Local Authority.  Thank you for your unbelievable support in 

unprecedented times.  Please do not contact the school except for emergencies.  We are 

currently contingency planning and any parents who chooses to email will need to be 

patient when waiting for a reply. 

A brief outline of communications to come: 

 We will write again to parent tomorrow regarding home learning for those still at 

school and those already off.   

 I will be in discussion with the Headteacher at St Laurence Junior Academy this 

afternoon about how we can support each other’s schools and our shared families.  

 We will rewrite to parents on Friday afternoon/evening.   

Even the arrangements made are then likely to evolve over time with daily briefings. 

Emergency School Places  

Hopefully we will get more clarification but please register if you intend to take a place for 

emergency school places. In the first instance we need names for children of: 

 NHS Medical Staff and hospital workers, police and fire services 

 Food delivery drivers working for supermarkets, (not all delivery drivers) 

 School staff 

 Those working in care homes with very vulnerable and elderly, (they are not 

currently identified but we expect they will be). 

These lists will close at 3.45pm on Thursday and we will be in touch by Friday.  I will need to 

review amended lists at a later date but if planning safely for Monday, only those names 

collected by 3.45pm today will be considered initially.  Staff have been magnificent but at 

this stage I am not in a position to say where these places will be, we anticipate here at 

Ellington however it may be a local school approach.  Please wait for my email on Friday, we 

are working on it! 

In addition the government added two more categories of children that can be added to 

these lists. 
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1. Those currently under social services with child protection and child in need plans.  

2. Those with Educational Health & Care Plans, (this does not include those under 

early help, those in receipt of general high needs funding or those with EHCP plans 

pending) 

At present we have been told that these arrangements will continue through the Easter 

holidays but, like everything, this could change.  

We have these lists and they will be reviewed on Friday but you would be helping us 

massively if you let me know urgently if you intend to either accept these school places or 

you intend to keep your children at home.  

Please consider carefully the following before making your decision: 

 At this stage we are not sure where those places will be. 

 Many staff TAS and Teachers will be at home with their families.  Children with EHCP 

plans may not have their current 1:1 should they attend.  These staff may be at 

home ill, with vulnerable family members etc….we will only have further information 

on details late Friday. 

 Staffing will be minimal as we are looking to operate a front line list and a reserve list 

should frontline staff become ill, which over time is likely. 

 Those coming in could be sharing a class with the children of frontline emergency 

staff who, because of their obligations to society, cannot avoid social contact.  

Thankfully few children will get ill as a result of this virus but parents of children with 

EHCP plans for complex medical need will need to consider this carefully. 

A Lighter Note 

Let’s make our last day a positive one everyone to wear non uniform in bright colours 

with an optional donation to the local food bank, coordinated by the Salvation Army.  

Take care and we will be in touch tomorrow regarding home learning and planning for 

Monday. 

Stay safe,  

 

 

N. Brown  C. Wheeler      V. Piper 

Ellington Infant School Senior Leadership Team.  

 

And remember …. (please scroll below).  

 



 

 


